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Potluck & Quarterly 

Business Meeting 
Sun, Jan 22, 5 pm, Fellowship Hall 

Please join us for a church-wide potluck  
dinner followed by our quarterly business 

meeting.  Please bring a food item to share, 
and the church will provide the drinks. 

 

Guest/New  

Member Lunch 
Sun, Jan 22, 12 pm, Fellowship Hall 

Guests and new members are invited  
to join us for lunch to get to know our staff 
and learn more about our church.  There is 

no cost to you, but we do need a head-
count by January 15 to order food.  Please 
RSVP on your Connection Card or call the 

Church Office if you plan to attend. 
 

Committee Kickoff 
Sun, Jan 8, 5 pm, Fellowship Hall 

If you are on a 2023 Church Committee, 
please plan to attend our annual kick-off 
event on Sun, Jan 8 from 5-6 pm in the  

Fellowship Hall. 
 

Wednesday Night  

Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 7 pm beginning Jan 11 

Seminar Room 
Dell Lewis will begin a new series on  
covenants.  We hope you can join us! 

 

Northlake Connects 
A new way to connect with others at  

Northlake (and beyond) is coming soon.  
Please see Bro. John’s article for more info 

and make plans now to plug in! 



Recent Bible  

Study Attendance 
 
 

Dec 4—160 
Dec 11—146 
Dec 18—129 

Recent Giving
Dec 4—$17,085.56 

Dec 11—$24,596.41 
Dec 18—$13,330.20 
Dec 25—$19,065.62  

Weekly Need: $14,900.00 

When I stand on the precipice of a new year, considering the possibilities (and uncertainties) 
ahead, I’m always filled with gratitude.  So many have been so faithful—graciously giving, 
sharing, attending and serving.  While it’s trite, it’s still true:  We couldn’t do it without you!    
So, I’m thankful for those who’ve done so much.  Yet, I can’t deny the challenge (or the need).  
Thus far in our April 2022 – March 2023 Budget, we’re in the red.  Reasons may include    
inflationary pressures and our current roof replacement effort (Project Nehemiah).  December 

numbers aren’t yet available (it’s usually a good month), but through November, we’re about $50,000 short 
of budget—a deficit of 6.5%.  Are you investing sacrificially to be part of the wonderful work God is doing 
here?  No one can do it all, but all can do some.  What I ask of you is what I demand from myself:      
Become a biblical giver, returning the tithe (10%) of what God has entrusted to you (beyond special        
offerings and mission gifts).  What might God do with those who are wholly committed to Him?  Let’s   
enter 2023 with renewed devotion…together! 

Also, I’m excited about a new initiative we’re pursuing this year:  Northlake Connects.  For some time, 
we’ve had no regular Sunday night activities, creating some degree of “disconnectedness.”  So, we’re     
embracing a new pattern of intentional monthly engagement (from March to October).  On the 1st Sunday 
night—or anytime that first week—make or renew a commitment to Reach your One:  Cultivate         
relationships outside the church, opening doors to share the gospel.  On the 2nd Sunday night, we ask each 
member to join one of several small groups, what we’re calling Home-Grown; groups will share a meal, 
then watch a video imagining the life and ministry of Christ (signup starts soon).  An idea:  Invite your One 
to join your Home-Grown group!  On the 3rd Sunday night, we encourage you to practice Sabbath by 
resting from extra activity.  On the 4th Sunday Night, there will be a church-wide activity (see the        
calendar for details).  In some months, we adjust the pattern for holidays, but this is our general plan—
investing 8 months in Northlake Connects.  Make a commitment to support this initiative in our    
Northlake family! 

As you may have noticed, the cultural landscape is changing:  Church, or even spiritual interest, is no   
longer the “norm” for many.  We can’t make a dent in that spiritual darkness by hiding the light and waiting 
for them to come to us; we must obey Christ’s command by going to them.  As I said early, no one can do it 
all (or reach everyone), but all can do some (reaching someone).  Be intentional.  Connect with neighbors, 
co-workers and fellow students.  Invite people into your home (and to your church).  The trend will 
change… when we change our approach.  Will you? 

As always, know that it’s a privilege to be your pastor… 



January 2023 

Calendar 

Sun, Jan 1—no Sunday School (10:45 am service only) 

Mon, Jan 2—Church Office Closed 

Tues, Jan 3—Pickleball (6:30 pm) 

Wed, Jan 4—Deacons Meeting (6:00 pm) 
 Prayer First Prayer Time (7:00 pm) 

Thurs, Jan 5—Food Pantry/Clothes Closet (1:00 pm) 

Sun, Jan 8—Adult Directors Meeting (9:00 am) 
 Committee Kickoff (5:00 pm) 

Wed, Jan 11—Finance Committee Meeting (6:00 pm) 

Sat, Jan 14—Adult Choir Rehearsal (9:00 am) 

Tues, Jan 17—Pickleball (6:30 pm) 

Wed, Jan 18—Lunch & a Movie Event (12:00 pm) 
 Missions Committee Meeting (6:00 pm) 

Thurs, Jan 19—Food Pantry/Clothes Closet (1:00 pm) 

Sun, Jan 22—Guest/New Member Lunch (12:00 pm) 
 All-Church Potluck & Quarterly Business Meeting (5:00 pm) 



Prayer First 
Wed, Jan 4, 7 pm, Seminar Room 

We meet each month on the first Wednes-
day night of the month to pray for our 
church, our community, and our world.  

Make prayer a priority by joining us!  
 

January Meetings 
Wed, Jan 4—Deacons Meeting (6:00 pm) 
Sun, Jan 8—Directors’ Meeting (9:00 am) 

Wed, Jan 11—Finance Committee (6:00 pm) 
Wed, Jan 18—Missions Committee Meeting  

(6:00 pm) 
 

Pickleball 
Anyone who is interested is invited to  
join us in the Multi-Purpose Center on  
the first & third Tuesdays of the month  
from 6:30—8:30 pm to play pickleball.   
Upcoming dates are: January 5 & 19.   

 

2023 Flower Calendar 
Sign up on the church office doors to  

provide altar flowers for the Sunday of 
your choice in honor or in memory of a 
loved one.  Arrangements are $40 each 

(payable in advance). 
 

Lunch and a Movie 
Wed, Jan 18, noon, Room E-115 

Everyone is invited to a brown bag lunch 
where we will watch The Healing Garden, 
the story of an aging military chaplain and 
a young girl from a broken home joining 
forces to plant a miracle garden touched 

by God. The film celebrates the healing of 
families and communities through faith.  

 

Men's & Ladies Dinners 
Sun, Feb 5, 5 pm 

Mark your calendars to join us next 
month!  More details are coming soon. 

 I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come from? 

My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot slip—he who watches over you will not slumber; 

indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 

The LORD watches over you—the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 

the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night. 

The LORD will keep you from all harm—he will watch over your life; 

the LORD will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore. 
 

Psalm 121 


